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firmly convinced of the wisdom of the policy which
the Dragon Throne had always followed in dealing
with outer barbarians, namely, " that the true and
only right way of ruling them was by arbitrary mis-
rule." The Rev. Charles Gutzlaff, writing in 1838,
correctly described the Celestial Empire of that date
as "absolutely separated from the whole world and
viewing with indescribable contempt every other
country."1 All other nations were regarded as bar-
barians " doomed to live at the extremities of the
square-cornered earth, or upon some small islands of
the Four Seas which surround the Middle Kingdom."
" Conscious of its majesty," says the same writer, " it
" assumes the universal Empire of the World, sways
"the Four Seas and always rules by compassion.
** With equal tenderness it embraces all countries, but
" at the same time leaves distant barbarians to their
" lot, if they are so stupid as not to acknowledge the
" supremacy of the only civilised nation in the world."
This was the spirit which animated the rulers of China
in their relations with the first envoys of Great Britain,
Earl Macartney (1793) and Lord Amherst (1816) —
a spirit which remained undisturbed by the reports
which had then reached them, through Tibet and
Nepal, of the dissolution of the Great Mogul's Empire
and the military superiority of the white race in
India. The Imperial Mandate issued by the Emperor
Ch'ien Lung to His Majesty King George IIL a few
days after his reception of Earl Macartney at JehoX
and -that addressed by Chia Ch'ing to George XVr itt
1816, display this spirit in all its massive
1 " Chi&a Opeaed," by the Rev. Charles Gutelaff (Smith) Elder & Co,}
toadoa, 1838).	, '
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